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Abstract 

This paper examines resource control as a topical issue in contemporary 
Nigeria, and its multi-dimensional effects on the Nigerian project. It analyzes 
the role of resource control in promoting nation-building in a multi-ethnic 
nationality like Nigeria, its resource control as currently demanded by some 
states, its synergy with federalism, and its integrative role among others. The 
disheartening outcome: volatility in the Delta Region, national hiccups, and 
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psycho-social intrepidity portrays people extricated from the Nigerian 
Federation. Consequently, this discourse, points out the urgent need for good 
governance and re-integration of all Nigerians whose psyche have been 
bruised in the Nigerian Cause for enhanced development of the country. 

 
 
Key words: Resource control 
 
 Resource control has become a common feature in federal states. It is seen as 
an imperative for the development of the federating units and to ensure greater control 
of the resources found in their territories. Some countries which become a federation 
through evolution, for instance United States of America, have achieved true 
federalism, some which become a federation through devolution, for instance Nigeria, 
are yet to achieve real federalism. The main purpose of federating is to achieve a strong 
coherent nation, which is yet to be realized in Nigeria. 
 

 Successive governments in Nigeria have managed to maintain the corporate 
existence of the country. Though without a decisive action on resource control which 
has led to restiveness and waste in human and financial resources. 

 
Resource Control: A Conceptual Definition 
 “Resource” denotes wealth, supplies of goods, raw materials, etc which a 
person, country etc has or can use (Oxford Advance Learners Dictionary) for its 
sustenance and development. Control implies the management of the availability of 
goods or wealth found in a country. Management is a group efforts or activities directed 
toward the attainment of desired objectives (Nwogwugwu, 2004).  
 
 The U.N.O Article 1803 states that “resource control” is the rights of people 
and nations to sovereignty over their natural resources, for their national development 
and the well being of the state concerned (Abu, 2005). Abu conceptualizes resource 
control as the right of the states and communities most directly concerned with oil and 
gas as well as other minerals to manage resources within their respective territories; 
including the right for the exploitation and disposal of the “harvested resources”. 
 

Logically, resource control, is the “practice of true federalism and natural law 
in which the federating units express their rights to primarily control the natural 
resources within their borders and make agreed contribution towards the maintenance 
of common services of the government at the centre ( Communiqué by Governors of 
17 Southern States, 2001).  
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Resource control can be viewed from two perspectives; 
a. As an economic theory/philosophy grounded in Adam Smith’s book “Wealth of 

Nations” stipulates that land, labour, capital and entrepreneur are factors of 
production with their attendant benefits like wages for labour, interest for capital, 
profit for entrepreneur, and rent and royalties for land. Objectively whoever owns 
a land expects some form of compensation from those hiring this very important 
factor of production (Dafinone, 2001). It refers to a process whereby the 
federating units, states or regions, harness, exploit, develop and control the 
resources naturally located in their territory for the well being and general 
development of its people and the entire federation. The clamor for resource 
control is for adequate compensation, redistribution of the revenue allocation 
formula for the benefit of either the individual or the state that owns it. 

 
b. As a political tool or arrangement, resource control grounded in Robert Michael’s 

political philosophy, “The Iron Law Oligarchy” which argued that “the few who 
hold power and exercise control may do so more in their own interests than in 
those of other members of the organization or society” (Obasi and Erondu, 2000). 
Thus whoever is in charge introduces a formula that best serves his interest. 

 
  In May 1971 Gowon’s Administration nationalized the oil industry by creating 

the Nigerian National Oil Co-operation and in 1974 increased government participation 
in oil to 55 percent. Obasanjo’s administration in 1978 “created the Land Use Act” 
which vested control over state lands in the military governors appointed by the Federal 
Military regime.  Section 40 (3) of the 1979 constitution declared all minerals, oil, 
natural gas, and natural resources found within the bounds of Nigeria to be legal 
property of the Nigerian Federal Government (http//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/pedia). Table 
below speaks eloquence of the above views. 

 
Table 1: Federal-State % share in Petroleum Proceeds 
 

Years Producing State 
(%) 

Federal 
Government (%) 

Distribution 
Pool (%) 

1956-1967 50 20 30 
1967-1969 50 50 - 
1969-1971 45 55 - 
1971-1975 45 minus off-shore 

proceeds 
55 plus off-shore 
proceeds 

- 

1975-1979 20 minus off-shore 
proceeds 

80 plus off shore 
proceeds 
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1979-1981 - 100 - 
1982-1992 One and half 1 ½  98 and half (98 ½)  - 
1992-1999 3 97  
1999-2010 13 87 - 

 
Source: Sagay, 2001 
 
 The Derivation principle (as previously used in the 1950s-80s) and true fiscal 
federalism or resource control (fiscal federalism means division of resources or revenue 
among the tiers of government in a federal system) as currently used is meant to 
encourage every area of the country to develop its resources and not the present 
arrangement whereby all nationalities or states depend on oil for sustenance. There is 
no federation in the world where only one part of it contributes 90 percent of what 
sustains that federation (Chigbu, 2004). It implies that the component units of the 
federation which are endowed with resources should have a fair share of the benefits, 
revenues, royalties, taxes, etc derivable from such endowments, while also contributing 
equitably to the upkeep of the central government (Abu, 2005). 
 
Federalism: is a theoretical and practical concept which aims at ensuring that the 
component states that make up the federation is adequately cared for in the areas of 
their need. The Nigerian federalism is rooted in antiquity against the colonial apologists 
that Britain (Europeans) brought federalism to Nigeria. In the beginning, there was no 
Nigeria, there were Ijaws, Igbos, Urhobos, Itsekiris, Yorubas, Hausas, Fulanis, Nupes, 
Kanuris, Ogonis, Gwaris, Katafss, Jukars, Edos, Ibibios, Efiks, Idomas, Tivs, Junkuns, 
Biroms, Agnas Ogojas. There were kingdoms like Oyo, Lagos, Calabar, Brass, Itsekiri, 
Benin, Tiv, Borno, Sokoto Caliphate, Bonny, Opobo etc (who had commercial, 
religious and other relationships). Between the 15th and 19th Centuries, European 
relationships with West African States were trade/commercial, along the primordial 
trade routes chiseled out by the autochthonous indigenes (Itse, 2002). 
 
 The seeds of federal structure lay on our soil when our ancestors carried out 
their daily businesses following those natural channels chiseled out on the economic 
landscape over the years. They exchanged their wares with groups whose homelands 
were differently endowed. Our ancestors practiced diverse forms of associations in their 
political systems before the advent of colonialism, a practice which the colonial 
administrators and our nationalist have been nurturing since 1900 (Erim, 1996). The 
foregoing suggests the existence of rudimentary federalism in Nigeria before it was 
fine-tuned by the European colonial masters to further their commercial interest and 
political dominion. 
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The Struggle for Resource Control 
 The plundering of the resources of the Niger Delta people and their struggle 
against exploitation, environmental degradation and control of their resources date back 
to the slave trade era in the 16th century (Okonta and Douglas, 2001). In a bid to protect 
the lives and investments of British citizens the Prime Minister Plamerston appointed 
John Beecroft as British Consul in Nigeria in 1849. This was followed by “gunboat 
diplomacy”, signing of “protection treaties”, British exclusive jurisdiction over civil 
and criminal matters concerning British and British protected subjects/territories, the 
Native Chiefs were bound to act on the advice of the British officers in matters relating 
to the administration of justice, the development of the resources of the country and the 
general progress of civilization, etc (Itse, 2001). 
 
  Based on the protection treaties and the Berlin Conference in 1885 the British 
government established protectorate of the Oil River which later became the Niger 
Delta Protectorate. Various disputes arose between British traders/officials and the 
rulers of states of the Niger Delta. The latter’s territories were invaded, conquered, and 
colonized. Native chiefs such as King Jaja of Opobo resisted the British economic and 
political domination of his kingdom, and he was subsequently kidnapped in 1886. King 
Dosunmu was deceived into ceding his kingdom in 1861 by the British officials, Igbo 
and Ibibio lands were taken over between 1890 and 1905. The fall of Sokoto in 1903 
meant the effective end of the independence of the Northern Nigeria. 
 
 The British Political dominion and economic exploitation continued until 1960 
when Nigeria gained independence. The 1960 and 1963 constitutions made provision 
for the sharing of the proceeds of minerals, for instance section 140 of the 1963 
constitutions states “There shall be paid by the Federal Government to a Region, a sum 
equal to 50% of the proceeds of any royalty received by the Federation in respect of 
any minerals extracted in that Region and any mining rents derived by the Federal 
Government from within any Region”. The Gowon’s administration altered  this 
revenue formula in the late 1960s. 
 
 The current agitation over resource control could be traced to the heroic 
liberation struggle by Isaac Adaka Boro - “The twelve day Revolution” which started 
on 23rd February, 1966 and ended 12 days later with a heroic surrender. No one was 
killed, but the seed of consciousness was sown (Itse, 2001). The civil war in Nigeria 
between July 6, 1967 and January 13, 1970 was to an extent anchored on resource 
control because “Lt. Col. Ojukwu had made the creation of states one of the conditions 
that would force him to declare the secession of the East.  As soon as the creation of 
states was announced, in which the Eastern region under him was divided into three 
states, Ojukwu decided to put the preparation for the declaration of independence into 
effect” (Dare and Oyewole, 1987).The struggle increased with the formation of the 
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movement for the survival of the Ogoni people (MASOP) in August, 1990. In October, 
1990 the Ogoni Bill of Rights was presented to the Nigerian government. The Bill 
demands for the right of the Ijaw to control their natural resources. The Ijaw Youth 
Council came into effect in December 1998 and issued the Kaiama declaration which 
among other things asserts the right of the Ijaw people to control their lives and 
resources (Igbuzor, 2002). 
 
 The agitation for resource control took a legal dimension in 2001. The federal 
government “takes on the 36 states of the federation in a grand battle to settle once and 
for all the raging exchange for resource control” (Onwubiko, 2001). The federal 
government was “seeking a determination of the seaward boundary of littoral states 
within the country for purpose of calculating the revenue accruing to the federal 
account directly from any national resources derived from the State” (Nwogu, 2001). 
This led the 9 oil producing states to refuse to sign for their 2001 federal allocations 
(Akarimo, 2001). 
 
 Itse (2001) points out that Hon. Temi Harriman on May 9, 2001 introduced the 
“Courageous bill for resource control”… which merely sought to amend the 1969 
Petroleum Act, praying that oil producing states, Local Governments and Communities 
be granted ownership and control of resources”. The agitation was taken to the National 
Political Reform Conference (NPRC) in 2005, and it featured “prominently in the 
agenda of the south-south delegates at the NPRC Conference (Ode, 2005). 
 
 Resource control took a militant approach following the formation of Dokubo-
Asari’s Niger Delta People’s Volunteer Force in 2005 and Movement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) in 2006. The two militant groups adopted 
similar tactics which include Swarm-Based maneuvers, radically improved fire-power, 
combat training, effective use of system disruption, and effective use of expatriate 
hostages to enforce their demand. 
 
Travails of Resource Producing States 
 Resources are not evenly distributed in any country in the world. This therefore 
introduces the concept of poor and rich states. Some states are richly endowed in solid 
minerals, liquid oil or gas. This results that states are interdependent. Thus no matter 
how wretched a state or region may be in economic and natural resources it has 
something to offer for a comparative advantage in the country (Aja, 2001). However, 
since the nation’s resources belong to all, there must be a means of helping the poor 
states to maintain their services and prevent their citizens from migrating elsewhere 
(Dare and Oyewole, 1987). 
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 Aja (2001) views Nigeria as a rich land of lost opportunities. It has no less than 
thirty three strategic solid and liquid mineral resources such as crude oil and gas that 
represent the main world energy need. Oil fortune seems to have turned Nigeria into oil 
misfortune to the extent that the gross dependence on oil has destroyed virtually every 
incentive to diversify the economy by negating due attention to the application of 
technology to agricultural and industrial sector. Oil accounts for 97 percent of the 
country’s export earning and more than 80 percent of public revenue (Ajaero, 2005). It 
suffices that oil is the “commanding height” of Nigeria’s economy and its devastating 
effects are noticeable in  
 
(A) Environmental Pollution; Pollution is a health hazard. It can take the form of 
industrial sewage, spillage, toxic waste and gaseous effect. Oil spillage pollutes 
streams, arable lands, crops and air.  
 
Table 1.1: Crude Oil Production and Spillage 1970-83 
 

Year Quantity of Crude Oil 
Production in 

Thousand 

Number of 
Crude Oil Spills 

Quantity of Crude 
Oil Spills in Unit 

Barrels 
1970 395,689 1 150 
1971 558,689 14 15,110 
1974 823,320 105                   - 
1976 758,058 128 20.023 
1977 766,055 104 31,144 
1978 696,324 154 97,250 
1979 845,463 157 630,405 
1980 760,177 241 558,053 
1981 525,291 233 22,840 
1982 470,638 213 33,612 
1983 450,961 130 32,467 

 
Source: Environmental Protection and National Development by H.C. Mba 
 
The table shows the quantity of crude oil production and the net quantity of oil spillage 
that occurred from 1970-1983.The other is that gas flaring has sight effects on the 
inhabitants of the local communities. It is estimated that about 95 percent of the gas 
production is flared, while many gas wells are sealed and less than 3 percent gas is 
utilized in Nigeria (Akujor, 1988). Apart from the injurious effects of these pollutions 
to health, they also add to global warming and green house effect. Moreover the 
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excessive heating of the soil and vegetation around the oil and gas fields result in soil 
degradation and impoverishment of already poor rural area (Mba, 2000). In Rivers, 
Imo, Abia and Delta States in Nigeria, environmental depletion and pollution 
occasioned by the activities of oil companies have been a source of tension and 
conflict. 
(B) Neglect of Oil Producing Area; The first discovery of crude oil in commercial 

quantity was at Oloibri, present day Bayelsa State, by Shell D’ Arcy in 1956. 
Further discoveries at Afam and Boma established the country as an oil 
producing nation. By April 1967, Oil flow from Nigeria had reached two million 
barrels per day, (Anyanwu, 1987) and 773 million barrels by 1977 becoming the 
7th largest producer of oil in the world after Venezuela. Oil producing areas lack 
good roads, portable water, have lost their lands to oil exploitation and mining 
and are not connected to the rest of the Nigeria by road network. For instance 
Nembe is producing about 150,000 barrels of oil per day, and the road to the area 
is inaccessible. 

 
 After many years of agitation for attention by the oil producing states, the 

Babangida regime in 1992 established the oil Mineral Producing Areas 
Development Commission OMPADEC) to ensure that the 3 percent revenue 
allocation (based on derivation) was used to develop, not necessarily the oil 
producing states but the oil producing area. The federal government consequently 
demarcated oil producing area and oil producing states thereby worsening the 
situation.  

 
 OMPADEC wobbled due to none involvement of the people of the oil producing 

areas and conflict between federal and state governments generated tensions 
among the oil producing states. The commission failed to address meaningfully 
the problems of the oil producing states (Okeke, 2000). That it has been replaced 
by more articulate and focused Niger Delta Development Commission is a 
welcome development, the impact of the later is yet to be felt. 

 
(C) Lack of Environmental Conservation; the term environment varies in meaning 

because of its complexity of scope which encompasses anything from biosphere 
to the habitat of the smallest creature of organism. The United Nations 
Stockholm Conference on Human Environment (UNCHE) Declaration referrers 
to man’s environment as, that which gives him physical sustenance and afford 
him the opportunity for intellective, spiritual, moral and social growth which are 
essential for his well being and enjoyment of basic rights. Therefore the 
environment is the setting of man’s productive activities which include the land, 
the air, the water and all that live in them, including man (Emeribe, 2000). 
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 Conservation is the rational use of the environment to provide a high quality of 
living for mankind. Rationality involves planning and control of the environment 
with a consideration of the future of the human race and providing environments 
suitable to the satisfaction of human aspirations (Dasmann, 1972).  The problems 
of human environment derive essentially from the application of technology to 
achieve certain goals without the consideration of the effects on human 
environment or man himself (Nwachukwu, 2001). This is the situation in the oil 
producing areas/states where the environment is exploited with impunity by oil 
explorers, miners and other multi-national companies which negatively affects 
man’s welfare. 

 
(D) Lack of Good Governance; Baffour (2001) believes that government deals with 

conflicts among demands or among demanders. Social interaction is the very 
essence of human organization, conflicts is therefore inevitable. The essence of 
managing conflicts is to regulate social interactions into positive, productive and 
peaceful outcome. The capacity to respond and address the demands is at the core 
of modern government. 

 
 Government has ignored the yearnings of the people for provisions of simple 

basic necessities for good living. For instance at the National level the 
government was concerned with reduction in revenue allocation of the oil 
producing states rather than providing them their needs. Okeke (2000) argues that 
between 1974-75 (the first fiscal year of the oil boom era) and May 1992 (when 
the Babangida regime announced the establishment of OMPADEC), the oil-
producing States of Nigeria tried several times to stop the Federal Military 
Government and, in 1979-83, the National Assembly from reducing the weight of 
derivation in the revenue allocation formulas adopted in Nigeria during the 
period. But their efforts were in vain. It should be recalled that in October 1974, 
these Federal Government, then led by General Yakubu Gowon, reduced from 
45% to 20% the proportion of mining rents and royalties meant to be allocated to 
the country’s twelve states according to the principle of derivation. In 1982, the 
National Assembly reduced the proportion to 5%. And in 1987 the Babangida 
regime further reduced it to 1.5%. This last reduction gave rise to fresh agitations 
in favour of derivation of the government and indigenes of the oil producing 
states. The Babangida regime ignored their campaign for derivation until May 
1992, when he raised the proportion of oil revenue to be allocated to the oil-
producing areas from 1.5% to 3%. In the 1999 constitution the derivation revenue 
was raised to 13 percent, which the government started paying after the 
inauguration of the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) in 2000.  
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Consequences 
 Resource control has had many consequences on the people of the region, 
environment and the Nigerian nation at large. The people of the region are mainly 
fishermen and peasant farmers. The effects of exploration, mining, oil spillage and gas 
flaring have made the land unfertile, the rivers contaminated for aquaculture, and 
dispossession of the land by government or the multi-national corporations. The 
residual effect is that majority of the people have remained unemployed either on their 
lands or by the government. 
 
 Aside oil spillage there is the fear that in near time the coastal communities 
may be eroded, for instance the shores of Bonny have eroded far into land. Youth’s 
restiveness is on the ascendancy. Many of the youths have sophisticated intelligence 
information on the military and agencies, and have better equipment and funding 
“which is coming from oil activities, illegal bunkering and political activities” (Alaibe, 
2007). This has led to the emergence of some ethnic leaders like Ralph Uwazuruike, 
Asari Dokubo, etc who claim to champion the course of their people. 
 
 Resource control agitation had thrown up two Niger Delta sons, Isaac Boro and 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, to public consciousness. They sensitized the public and global 
community of the people and environmental degradation caused by oil spillage. This 
benign agitation assumed a wider dimension from 2004 when the Niger Delta youths 
contrived plans on the militarization of their demands. The consequence is a mushroom 
of an army of young youths who have broken loose from the manacle of convention 
and wisdom. They see no good in the option of negotiation and have lost confidence in 
the oil majors who have turned their communities into a huge poaching ground. From 
Oloibiri to Forcados, Ogbia to Jesse, and Lafia to Enugu etc, the story has the ring of 
pain and hopelessness (Editorial, 2001). These neglects on the part of government have 
remained the faith of a people who by accident of history find themselves in a 
geographical area called Nigeria where the dilemma of the region is the fallout of its 
splendor, and its poverty the product of its wealth. The Ogoni Bill of Rights and 
Kaiama Declaration are two of the many symbols that signaled the level of social 
discontent in this region but the federal government chooses not to attend to their 
agitation but to spend enormous financial and material sources in taming the restive 
youths, controlling hostilities and sending delegations to the area.  
 
 Federal Government’s Solution to Resource Control Crisis 
 Following growing agitations for attention, on the development of the region 
successive governments initiated various strategies of development. The Shehu Shagari 
administration set up a presidential task force in 1980 to see to the development 
peculiarities of the region. Later the Oil Mineral Producing Areas Development 
Commission (OMPADEC) came in 1992. General Sani Abacha’s administration 
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created the 13% derivation. The Civilian administration under Chief Obasanjo shortly 
after inauguration in 1999 set up the Niger Delta Development Commission (NNDC). 
The present administration (Yar’Adua/Jonathan) has created a Federal Ministry of the 
Niger Delta to supervise all the development strategies mapped out for the nine states 
of the Niger Delta region (Njoku, 2008). Also the federal government set up some 
committees which include the Justice Belgore Committee in 1992, the Don Etiebet 
Committee in 1994, the Popoola Committee in 1999, etc. The reports produced by 
these committees were either not published or acted on by the government (Ekpu, 
2007). 
 
Resource Control and National Integration: A Synergy 
 Integration is an act or process of incorporation as equals into society or an 
organization of individuals of different groups or races. (Webster’s Ninth Collegiate 
Dictionary). Nwogugu (2007) posits that nation is an ever-widening of groups of 
people who think of themselves as belonging to one another by virtue of sharing any 
number of attributes, which may include a common history, culture and traditions. 
Going by these elements Obasi (2003) argued that “Nigeria is not a nation since it is 
made up of diverse ethnic groups with different languages and cultures”. That Nigeria 
is a nation is therefore a paradox. The ethnic differences notwithstanding, Nigeria can 
still develop into a nation-state and achieve national integration. Resource control is 
potentially disposed to achieve this seemingly intractable single objective. 
 
 The quest for resource control in Nigeria is a matter of equity, justice and 
fairness. Resource Control is not about secession as feared in some parts of the country. 
It includes men and material, and natural resources such as land and water as well as 
participatory democracy (Aboro, 2005). The agitation for resource control is not out of 
place. It is perhaps the best and most progressive way of developing a nation (Onah and 
Ukwueze, 2007) and enhancing greater national integration. 
 

Spain is not a federal state yet a considerable measure of autonomy was 
granted to the Basque region over their resource control.  Similarly the province of 
Quebee in the dominion of Canada was granted substantial autonomy in management 
of its resources and internal affairs. In Switzerland the federating units known as “the 
cantons” are autonomous not only in self government but also in the control of their 
natural resources (Ugwu, 2002). The form of resource control adopted at independence 
guaranteed the units 50 percent of the produce of their land and made the nationalities 
or the units as a nation. Resource control will accelerate national development and 
make every section or region to harness its resources to the benefit of the entire 
country. This will reduce centrifugal forces and encourage moderation among the 
nationalities. 
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 Fundamental to development is security which is currently at its ebb in Nigeria. 
The extents of violence and youth’s restiveness have grown astronomically over the 
years. In the North the Arewa consultative forum is trying to tame the almajaris, in the 
West the O’dua People’s Congress is struggling with the “Area Boys”. In the East the 
Ohaneze Nd’Igbo is sorting it out with the “Bakassi Boys” and in the South the 
Militants have defied containment. 
 
 Nigeria has lost billions of dollars in oil revenue through the activities of 
militant groups. The emergence of armed groups operating under various names such 
as Egbesu Boys, Ijaw Youths Vanguard, Bakassi Boys, Niger Delta Youths Coalition, 
etc have unleashed mayhem on the people and made the country unsafe for meaningful 
economic activities. Hilda Dokubo, a militant Ijaw woman, warned that “the weapons 
amassed by these militant groups would soon be turned on the Nigerian nation if there 
is no immediate solution to the problem of the Niger Delta”, (Akintude, 2007). 
 
 The emergence of Nigeria and her impact on the international institutions like 
ECOWAS, AU, UNO, IMF, etc are undisputable facts. At the local level there is an 
upsurge of nationalism among the federal units, hunger, unemployment, 
marginalization, militant groups, poor governance and quest for resource control. All 
these underscore Nigeria’s politics, economics, social orientation, development and 
security. Recognizing the dynamism in Nigeria and understanding the elements and 
forces motivating it are important factors inherent in national integration. 
 
 National integration is imperative now that Nigeria is seeking a seat in the 
security council of the United Nations Organization (UNO). No nation aspires to a lofty 
height in the face of insecurity, poverty, lack of support from the majority of her 
populace and mass unemployment. One of the sure ways of circumventing some of 
these problems is resource control as it will encourage national integration. Aside 
natural resource’s potentials, Nigeria still ranks among the least developed countries in 
the world (Aja 2001:10). Allowing a measure of control of resources by the federation 
units, as it was before military intervention in 1966, would restore confidence in 
aspiration, nationalism in Nigerian project, social justice among the diverse 
nationalities, and national integration. 
 
Conclusion 
 Resource control is vital in the development of a country. It leads to a virile 
development if properly harnessed and utilized. In a multi-national society like Nigeria, 
resource control can forester unity and encourage a stronger federal state. 
Mismanagement equally leads to economic failure, lack of development, constant 
suspicion between and among different ethnic groups, and lack of unity and peaceful 
co-existence. These are evidenced in Nigeria, and are rooted in resource control. 
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Nigeria has the potentials of becoming a stronger nation to reckon with internationally 
if her natural resources are well managed. A system in which the resources are utilized 
by the masses of this country irrespective of where they come from is most preferred. 
Consequently there must be a grand design and commitment by all stake-holders and 
mangers of Nigeria project to balance the federal system based on equality, fairness and 
social justice, without which the federation may be in danger. 
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